Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 FREETO 02926 121633Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 /057 W 

061891 130011Z/12 

R 121520ZSEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6136 
INFO AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE FREETOWN 2926 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, PORG, SL 

SUBJ: BO PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS TO BE HELD 

REE: EREETOWN 1596 

1. ACTING PRESIDENT S.I. KOROMA ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 9 THAT 
AUTHORITY TO HOLD THE TWICE POSTPONED PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
IN BO DISTRICT HAD BEEN SIGNED BY PRESIDENT STEVENS PRIOR TO 
STEVENS' PRIVATE VISIT TO EUROPE. KOROMA WARNED THAT "IT 

WAS NOT UNLIKELY THAT PEOPLE WHO ENJOYED CAUSING TROUBLE 
WOULD MAKE TROUBLE OUT OF THE EXERCISE" AND SAID "GOVERNMENT 
WAS DETERMINED TO SEE THAT THE ELECTIONS WERE HELD IN A FREE. 

AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE". 

2. BEGIN LOU - DURING INTERVENING FOUR MONTHS SINCE LAST 
POSTPONEMENT OF BO ELECTIONS (REFTEL) THE SITUATION IN BO 
HAS EASED CONSIDERABLY. WITH NO OTHER DISTURBANCES TO COPE 
WITH ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY, GOVERNMENT HAS ADEQUATE 
SECURITY CAPACITY TO INSURE BO ELECTIONS ARE NOT USED AS 
SPRING BOARD FOR RENEWED EXTENSIVE VIOLENCE. END LOU. 
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